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MEMORANDUM
To:

Members of the Board of Education

From:

Jerry D. Weast, Superintendent of Schools

Subject:

Renaming of the Mark Twain Facility

At its business meeting on August 27, 2009, the Board of Education addressed the renaming of
the Mark Twain facility and recommended for consideration the name Blair G. Ewing Center for
Alternative Programs. In accordance with Montgomery County Public Schools Regulation FFARA: Naming Schools, Mrs. Lauree C. Hemke, building administrator of the Mark Twain facility,
led discussions and received input from a diverse group of stakeholders on the renaming of the
facility. Additional names were considered during these discussions and stakeholders
overwhelming agreed to recommend Blair G. Ewing Center as the preferred name for the
facility.
As you know, the Mark Twain facility is located in a wooded area near the intersection of Gude
Drive and Avery Road in Rockville. Its nearest neighbors are the RedGate Golf Course and
other recreational areas maintained by the City of Rockville Department of Recreation and Parks,
and Avery House, a group home and outpatient treatment facility. The students who attend the
alternative programs housed within the Mark Twain facility reside throughout Montgomery
County. In order to ensure school and community participation in the renaming of the facility,
the stakeholder groups involved in discussions and recommendations of facility names included
parents of students currently enrolled in alternative programs, the alternative programs leadership
team, and representatives from the City of Rockville Department of Recreation and Parks and
Avery House. Attached is a memorandum from Dr. Frieda K. Lacey, deputy superintendent of
schools, which provides additional background information on the process used to discuss and
recommend a facility name.
Present at the Board table today are Mrs. Chrisandra A. Richardson, acting associate
superintendent, Office of Special Education and Student Services; Mr. Stephen M. Zagami,
director, Department of Student Services; and Mrs. Lauree C. Hemke, supervisor, Alternative
Programs.

Members of the Board of Education

2

October 13, 2009

The following resolution is submitted for your consideration:
WHEREAS, A memorandum dated September 30, 2009, was submitted describing the process
used to gather program stakeholder and community input on the renaming of the Mark Twain
facility and the recommendation of a new facility name, Blair G. Ewing Center; and
WHEREAS, The stakeholder group reached consensus on this recommendation to name the
facility Blair G. Ewing Center; and
WHEREAS, Pursuant to Montgomery County Public Schools Regulation FFA-RA: Naming
Schools, the final responsibility for officially naming a school building rests with the Board of
Education; now therefore be it
Resolved, That the Board of Education name the school building heretofore known as Mark
Twain as follows:
(TO BE INSERTED AT BOARD MEETING)
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